Local Medical Committee Meeting

3 April 2012


THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COUNTY DURHAM AND DARLINGTON LOCAL MEDICAL COMMITTEE WILL BE HELD ON TUESDAY 3 APRIL 2012 IN THE BOARD ROOM AT APPLETON HOUSE, COMMENCING AT 19:30

A G E N D A

Present:

James McMichael


Chair

Jon Levick



Derwentside

Tanya Johnston


Durham & CLS

Fiona McConnell


Durham & CLS

Francis Whalley


Durham & CLS

Stewart Findlay


Durham Dales

Kamal Sidhu



Easington 

Norbert Dielehner


Sedgefield

Heather Prestwich


Sessional

In Attendance:

Ian Davidson/Mike Guy



NHS County Durham
Invited:
Mike Lavender




NHS County Durham
	Numbers 
	Item


	L12/26
	Apologies for Absence
David Robertson (Hon Secretary)

Matt Sawyer (Darlington)

Dave Astley (Derwentside – Vice Chair)
K V Reddy (Easington)

Norbert Dielehner (Sedgefield)

Anne Holmes (Sessional)

John McGuire
(Sessional)
(Please note there was a sudden period of inclement weather that might have prevented members from attending at short notice without apology)


	L12/27
	Minutes of the Meeting held on 6 March 2012 – were signed as accurate record with the following amendments:-
NHS 111 Clinical Engagement change to:

“JM then inquired as to whether the CCG's and GP practices wanted to be engaged more by NHS 111 and if so, what specific methods of engagement would they find most helpful. Some members stated that at this time they did not feel a need for further engagement with NHS 111 and reported having some concerns regarding the effectiveness of NHS 111 and in particular it's cost-effectiveness. None of the GP's present expressed an opinion to be more engaged at present by NHS 111.”


	L12/28
	Matters Arising
Firearms Licences
DAR is still in talks with representatives from Durham Constabulary to refine the process for applying for a firearms licence.  A proposal that applicants would complete a health declaration and then submit the application to their GP for confirmation before posting is being explored.  Any fees for this work would then be a matter between the applicant and their GP.

NHS Health Checks

Mike Lavender from NHS County Durham presented a proposed NHS Health Checks LES.  The LES contained some QOF like elements as well as a fee per health check done. Practices will submit a claim for payment of £15 per health check and it is hoped the entire eligible population will be screened over a 5yr period. The total amount of funding that is available to practices for this work is 8% greater than in previous years.  Community Providers will also carry out NHS Health Checks and share information and data with the patient’s GP. There is the opportunity to carry out the Health Check and blood tests at a single consultation with a recall only for those at high risk.  The LMC felt it would be best if Practices would use QRISK for the score calculation and the LMC would recommend this is the one that should be adopted but others can be used.


	L12/29
	Secondary Care Matters

29.01  111 Out of Hours

It is noted that ECP are moving around Out of Hours Centres and working in A&E.  As a consequence ECPs are being used less in primary care OoHs Centres and workload increasing for the doctors.  This has to be monitored and reported back to Berenice Groves. Members also pointed out to her that within the Consett area, Hamsterley Colliery is unable to utilise 111.  When patients dial the number they are told they are out of the area have to call Gateshead and then when they phone Gateshead they are told it is not part of their area and they are part of County Durham.  The secretary was asked to chase these issues up.  The LMC continue to feel 111 is inefficient and requires more Doctors Triage.
29.02  Other Secondary Matters
The LMC feel that we need to continue to push for integration and engagement with the Foundation Trust and continue to invite them to the meetings and we would continue with our invitation to the new Chief Executive Sue Jacques and perhaps ask if she would like to come along to give a talk on the clinical strategy that the Foundation Trust has for the next year or two and bring along one of her lead clinicians with her.


	L12/30
	Primary Care Trust Matters
30.01 NEPCSA Appraisal Policy

The Committee endorsed the letter that DAR had written and felt that this approach should be supported at the regional level as well. The LMC continues to point out that inappropriate additions to appraisal should be resisted unless they are part of regulations.
30.02  Sicknotes for Children - EWO

The committee felt that it was not appropriate that GPs and their staff were being approached at the request of educational welfare officers to provide evidence of children’s illnesses to justify any absence from school.


	L12/31
	Clinical Commissioning Groups
The Health & Social Care Bill is now passed.  PCTs are in the shadow form with authorisation in our area due to start in June.  The Commissioning Support Unit is up and running and the CCG Leads appointed.  CCGs are working towards achieving authorisation. The CCGs leaders are going through a development programme as part of this process.


	L12/32
	Out of Hours Issues


	L12/33
	Communication from the BMA/GPC


	L12/34
	General Correspondence
34.01  CDD LMC Annual Report

Members were informed that they would be receiving copies of the LMC Annual Report and they were asked to add comments, edit and make changes as they feel appropriate that can be added to the final document and they should then send this back to the LMC Secretary.



	L12/35
	Any Other Business

The immunisation and health visiting issue is ongoing at present and looking at a immunisation service that practices could purchase.  The LMC felt that if we cost this service it may be of benefit to all Practices.



	L12/36
	Date, Time and Place of Next Meeting

8 May 2012 @ 19.30 in the Board Room at Appleton House



Private and Confidential
Ref:  CNE/MINUTES/AGENDAS/LMC/2012/LMC 6 MAR

